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The Rex Theatre respects 
Leaders and Elder’s past, 
present and emerging, 
for they hold the memories, 
the traditions, the culture 
and the hopes of all 
Dja Dja Wurrung People. 
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About the Rex Theatre
Established in 1938, Charlton’s Rex theatre presents
movies and live performance for communities across the
North West region of Victoria.

Art Deco in styling, The Rex is community owned and fully
operated by volunteers from both the local and
surrounding communities.

Operating 3 weekly film sessions - Saturday 8pm, Sunday
2pm and Tuesday 8pm – The Rex also provides film events
for special interest groups, schools, and fundraising
activities, in addition to the annual Charlton Film Festival
which is co-ordinated by Charlton Arts. 

Opportunities for communal workshops, conferences and
other social events form part of the Rex outreach with a
wedding and a funeral having been also being hosted by
the facility.

Retaining the 1938 styling, there have been subtle
upgrades to ensure all levels of patron comfort and to
embrace technological change. The recent backstage
upgrade has amplified the venue’s capabilities and
addressed inclusiveness for all-comers.

A feature of the Charlton township, the Rex provides an
opportunity to indulge in movie-going as an event and has
paved the way for enjoying the theatrical experience at an
affordable price.



Chairperson Report
What happened to this year, where did it all go? Even though the Rex has been closed for
most of this time it has certainly not been a dull or uneventful year.

The Rex started the year as we always do, showing films and providing community events,
but that was soon interrupted by COVID. We only managed to show 2 films in July before
being closed for 4 weeks, then re-opening and being shut down again for what felt like
the 20th lockdown for the year. Due to the commencement of the new building works
the Rex did not open again for the rest of the year.

Despite being closed we still played an active role in the community, with the
presentation of the live show “Don’t Mess with the Dummies”. This was a great success -
selling 99 tickets, with the circus workshop a sell out! 
While the performance was presented at the Charlton Hall, the Rex transferred all the
necessary lighting and audio equipment from the theatre, along with the popcorn
machine to help add to the fun mood of the show.   

The Rex also assisted with two events run by the Charlton Neighbourhood House - a pool
movie night where we provided the popcorn, drinks and lollies, and the Charlton
Debutant Ball, providing the lighting and audio equipment. Board member, David Pollard
and myself also carried out the technical support for the night with both the setting up
and operation of the equipment. 

In November we received the exciting announcement from the Victorian Government
that the Rex would receive $800,000 in funding for a backstage upgrade and extension.
Announced by the Minister for Regional Development, The Hon. Mary-Anne Thomas, a
detailed outline of the project appears on Page 24.

n an attempt to address some of the financial impact of COVID, along with the venue’s
closure during the building construction, the Sunday Coffee @ The Rex initiative was
established. Opening from 10 am – 12 midday each week, a selection of beverages are
available, with our volunteers manning the service from the cinema’s Candy Bar.
Resulting funds have assisted with the coverage of Rex overheads such as the building’s
insurance costs.
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Coffee
1031

Cookies
74

Hot Chocolate
70

Chai
36

Tea
21

Coffee
230

Hot Chocolate
62

Cookies
12

Chai
12

Rex Cafe

Sunday Coffee Flo Cafe

An opportunity to work with Charlton College to enable the Flexible Learning Options (FLO)
students gain some real-world experience was made possible with the Rex allowing the
Candy Bar to be used as a café each Monday morning. Overseen by College staff members,
Tanya, Fiona and Peter, the FLO Café provides a great opportunity for students to learn and
build their skills, and we are pleased to be a supportive partner in this enterprise. 

I wish to thank to all of our volunteers for their support and patience during this very
unusual year, and look forward to seeing you all again when we re-open in late 2022. 

Big thanks to our board for another successful year of operation.

Special thanks to David Pollard and Carolyn Stewart who have been instrumental in
assisting me manage the Rex building project.

I am excited about the new extension being completed in late 2022 and look forward to the
re-opening of our greatly enhanced venue, 

Hayden McKinnon
Chairperson 
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Don't Mess with the Dummies



Directors Report
Your directors present their report of the Rex Theatre Museum Limited for the
year ended 30 June 2022.

Directors
The names of each person who has been a director during the year and to the
date of this report are:

Hayden Scott McKinnon (Chair)
David Thomas Pollard (Vice Chair and Treasurer)
Carolyn Louise Stewart (Secretary)
Mark Lyons
Loretta Calnin
Suzanne Elizabeth Walsh
Julie Anne McGrath
Jenny Vida Pollard
Cassie Tuckett
Hayden Collins
Leanne Rose

Directors have been in office since the start of the financial year to the date of this
report unless otherwise stated. No directors have material interests in contracts or
proposed contracts with the company.

Company Secretary
The company secretary is Carolyn Louise Stewart

Principal Activities
The principal activities of the company during the course of the financial year
were in the provision of community theatre. No significant changes in the nature
of the entity's activities occurred during the financial year.



Operating Report
Operations have continued to perform less than expectations due to COVID
conditions, by receiving operational and capital grants, the position for the
company after the provision for income tax was:

Directors Report
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Significant Changes
No significant changes in the company's state of activities occurred during the 
financial year.

After Balance Date Events
No matters or circumstances have arisen since the end of the financial year which 
affected or may significantly affect the operations of the company, the results of 
those operations or the state of affairs of the company, in future years.
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Environmental Issues
The entity's operations are not regulated by any significant environmental
regulation under a law of the Commonwealth or of a state or territory.

Proceedings on Behalf of the Entity
No person has applied for Leave of Court to bring proceedings on behalf of the
entity or intervene in any proceedings to which the entity is a party for the
purpose of taking responsibility on behalf of the entity for all or any part of those
proceedings.
The company was not a party to any such proceedings during the year.

Indemnification and Insurance of Directors and Officers
The company has indemnified all Directors and the Manager in respect of
liabilities to other persons (other than the company or related body corporate)
that may arise from their position as Directors or Manager of the company except
where the liability arises out of conduct involving the lack of good faith.

Disclosure of the nature of the liability and the amount of the premium is
prohibited by the confidentiality clause of the contract of insurance. The company
has not provided any insurance for an auditor of the company or a related body
corporate.

Future Developments
No matters or circumstances are expected to develop in the future which may
significantly affect the operations of the company, the results of those operations
or the state of affairs of the company, in future years.
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Directors
Board Meetings Attended

Eligible to Attend            Number Attended

Hayden McKinnon (Chair) 9 9

David Pollard (Vice Chair & Treasurer) 9 9

Carolyn Stewart (Secretary) 9 8

Jenny Pollard 9 9

Julie McGrath 9 5

Mark Lyons 9 3

Cassie Tuckett 9 3

Leanne Rose 9 9

Hayden Collins 9 5

Loretta Calnin 9 2

Suzanne Walsh 9 0

Directors Attendance 2021-2022
The number of directors’ meetings attended by each of the directors of the
company during the year was:

Directors Report
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No director or related entity has entered into a material contract with the
company. No director’s fees have been paid as the positions are held in a
voluntary basis. The director’s report is signed in accordance with a resolution of
the board of directors.

              Hayden Scott McKinnon                          David Thomas Pollard 
                      (Chairperson)                                   (Vice Chair and Treasurer)

The company is limited by guarantee. If the company is wound up, the articles of
association state that each member is required to contribute a maximum of $100
each towards meeting outstanding obligations of the company. At 30 June 2022,
the number of members was 11.

Directors Report
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Minister for Regional Development, 
Mary-Anne Thomas speaks with pianist, 
Apryl Start during the funding announcement.



The financial statement set out on pages 7 – 13 are in accordance with the
Australian Charities and Non-for-profit Commission Act 2012 and:
Give a true and fair view of the financial position of the registered entity at 30
June 2020 and of its performance for the year earned on that date
There are reasonable grounds to believe that the registered entity will be able
to pay its debts as and when they become due and payable.

Registered Office / Principal place of business

           Registered Office                  Principal place of business
           Rex Theatre                            Rex Theatre
           30-34 High St                          30-34 High St
           Charlton VIC 3525                  Charlton VIC 3525

Directors’ Declaration
The directors of the entity declare that:

1.

2.

3.

This declaration is signed in accordance with subs 60.15(2) of the Australian
Charities and Non-for-profits Commission Regulation 2013.

Treasurer: 

Dated this 11th Day of November 2022

Directors’ responsibility for the financial report
The directors of the company are responsible for the preparation of the financial
report that gives a true and fair view in accordance with Australian Accounting
Standards – Reduced Disclosure Requirements and the Australian Charities and
Not‐for‐profits Commission Act 2012 and for such internal control as the directors
determine is necessary to enable the preparation of the financial report that is
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.
In preparing the financial report, the directors are responsible for assessing the
company’s ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing as applicable,
matters related to going concern and using the going concern basis of
accounting unless the directors either intend to liquidate the company or cease
operations, or have no realistic alternative but to do so.
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Building Project
The announcement of $800,000 funding for 
the much-needed backstage upgrade and 
extension for the Rex was made public by 
the Minister for Regional Development, 
Mary-Anne Thomas on 4th November 2021. 

The funding from the Victorian
Government’s Regional Cultural
Infrastructure Fund has provided the Rex
with a backstage development which
includes compliant toilet facilities, 
all –abilities access to the stage and a
customized meeting / green room with
storage space and capacity to host larger,
more diversified live productions.

The multipurpose room doubles as dressing
room and also functions as a general space
to accommodate both the Rex and
community-based activities, with co-use
available for the Charlton Neighbourhood
House (which operates from within the Rex).
The new facility will also be available for
hiring.

The construction work was carried out by
the Bendigo- based company, BLR Provincial
Construction Pty. Ltd.

The project was set in motion with the
Minister carrying out the ritual turning-of-
the-sod. 

Mid December saw the demolition of the
original (and antiquated) toilet block, and
with no amenities and the fire exits blocked,
the venue was closed for operation until
the completion of work in September 2022. 

Work started in earnest on 21 March 2022
with the laying of foundations, and
progressed to the completion of the
structural framework by the end of that
month. 

April and May saw further structural
milestones achieved, along with the
roughing in of electrical and plumbing
utilities. Interior plastering began in late
May, while other internal installations
progressed during July. 

By 23rd August the exterior ramp and
decking was under construction, and the
venue re-opened for business on Saturday
17 September with the movie “Top Gun:
Maverick”.

The Rex acknowledges, with gratitude, the
support from the Victorian Government
which has enabled the venue to build
inclusivity and expand theatrical diversity
for rural and regional communities. 










