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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
OF COUNTRY

We acknowledge the traditional Dja Dja
Wurrung custodians of the land on
which The Rex resides whose native
stories created the original connections
to this country.

We pay our respects to the Elders, and
to the present and emerging
generations, acknowledging their  
traditions, cultures and wisdom of this
ancient land. 

Cover photo: PolMusicA guest artists violinist, Olivia
Kowalik and pianist, Stanislaw Deja are pictured
during the 2024 PolMusicA performance at The Rex.

Manager of the Charlton Op Shop, Gill
Gretgrix is pictured with Rex Manager,
Hayden McKinnon who acknowledged the
Op Shop for the funding  which assisted with
the purchase of new POS system for The
Rex.

 Photo credits : Jenny Pollard
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The Rex Theatre

A landmark feature of Charlton's main
street, the Rex is an integral part of the
township and wider regional community.
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About The Rex

The Rex commenced operation in 1938 and has
continued to service the entertainment needs of
the region over the succeeding years. 

Community owned and operated, the Rex
screens three times a week - 
Saturday 8pm  
Sunday 2pm 
Tuesday 8pm - 
and presents live performance, touring groups
opportunities for communal workshops,
conferences and fundraisers, along with the
Charlton Film Festival which is presented by
Charlton Arts.   

Retaining the 1938 styling, there have been
subtle upgrades to ensure all levels of patron
comfort and address technological change.
A feature of the Charlton township, the Rex
provides an opportunity to experience movie-
going as an event!

Description :

The Rex Theatre

Our communities are strengthened and enriched
by entertainment and creative experiences.

OUR VISION
INCLUSIVE
We are a reflection of the community we engage.
We recognise, respect and embrace diversity in
all of its forms, in every way we work.
CONNECTION
Our work generates opportunities for connection
and belonging.
We embrace the value of the creative arts in
helping us better know ourselves and others.
POSSIBILITY
Our work introduces our community to new
possibilities, through use of our venue or
engaging in the arts.
VIBRANCY
We are passionate about the work we do. We are
constantly energized by the endless possibilities
of the creative arts.

OUR VALUES

We exist to:

• Provide unique entertainment experiences for
   our communities and visitors.
• Attract visitors to The Rex Theatre.
• Bring people and community together to
  celebrate, engage and learn.
• Provide a space for organisations to make
   use of our quality spaces and facilities.
• Maintain community ownership and the
   integrity of The Rex Theatre as a Historic
   landmark in Charlton.

OUR PURPOSE

A welcoming and friendly
ambience is ensured thanks to
the many volunteers who give

their time and who share a
passion and pride in their local

cinema.



Candy Bar

1053
1027
882
608
371
285
142
118 

Rex Cafe

1,700  Cups of coffee
249     Cookies
210      Hot Chocolates
67       Cups of tea
22        Cups of Chai

Movie Tickets

4000  Movie Tickets Sold
130       Gift Vouchers redeemed
120       Loyalty Card redemptions 

Films screened

62 Films Screened 

Top 5 Movies

A Minecraft Movie
Deadpool & Wolverine
Despicable Me 4
Paddington in Peru
Red One

Volunteers

Over 40   Volunteers
              5    Film Selection Committee   
                   members
              7     Supervisors
           29    Candy Bar
              7     Projectionists
           10    Directors (Board)
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Bottles of soft drink
Boxes of popcorn
Mix Lollies
Choc Tops / Ice creams
Bottles of water
Boxes / Bags Maltesers
Bags of Chips
Caramello Koala chocolates
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Chairperson Report

The Rex Theatre

Hayden McKinnon

Introduction
We are pleased to present The Rex Theatre’s Annual Report for 2025. This
year has been filled with exciting milestones, strong partnerships, and a
vibrant calendar of films and events. Importantly, we’ve continued to
operate without unexpected closures, allowing us to deliver a consistent
program to our community. As we reflect on the year, we are proud of the
progress made and deeply grateful for the commitment of our volunteers,
partners, and supporters who make the Rex thrive.

Highlights

Film Screenings

The Rex screened over 60 films throughout 2025, offering our community a wide range of cinematic experiences.

Top films: A Minecraft Movie and Deadpool & Wolverine, both of which drew large audiences and created significant
excitement.

Live Shows and Events

Rex-led events:

Buloke Seniors Festival – A free event for seniors, featuring two films, morning tea, and lunch thanks to funding from
the Victorian Government.
Fashions on the Field at the Rex – Screening of A Horse Named Winx, proudly supported by the Birchip Harness Racing
Club, Donald Racing Club, and Mt. Wycheproof & District Racing Club.
Carols by Candlelight (with local churches)

Hosted performances and events:

The Italian Girl in Algiers – Lyster Opera Company
PolMusicA Winners Concert 2024
The Abduction from the Seraglio by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart – Lyster Opera Company
In A Persian Garden – Dunolly Gilbert & Sullivan Society
North Central LLEN AGM

Community events at the Rex:

Charlton College Awards Night
Dr Hubble’s Bubble Show – Charlton Neighbourhood House
Love Actually screening – Charlton Youth Group
BLG Youth Awards
SES Awards
Charlton Arts – Charlton Film Festival
Connect Church Movie Night

Partnerships:

We continued to build strong partnerships that bring opportunities and recognition to the Rex:

Regional Arts Victoria (RAV) – RAV in Residence, with discussions, workshops, and networking to celebrate and support
community volunteers.
Disney – Deadpool & Wolverine prize pack giveaways, adding fun and engagement for our film audiences.

Annual Report 2024 | 2025
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continued

Other Notable Moments

ABC TV’s Back Roads featured Charlton in October, with filming at the Rex and long-time supporter David Pollard
highlighted.
Star Cinema (Bendigo) visited in March, touring the Rex and sharing experiences. In a fun exchange, one of our popcorn
machines is now in use at Star Cinema, cementing an ongoing partnership.
Veezi Implementation – We successfully transitioned to the Veezi ticketing and point-of-sale system, streamlining our
operations and creating a smoother experience for audiences and volunteers. This project modernised our front-of-house
processes and laid the foundation for future digital growth.

Support

Charlton Op Shop provided $2,000 for equipment to support the Veezi implementation.
FRRR (Foundation for Rural & Regional Renewal) continued their support through our Fundraising Account Partnership.

Community Engagement

Our ongoing community initiatives remain central to the Rex:

Sunday Coffee continues to be a hub for social connection.
FLO Café (run with Charlton College students every Monday) has become a consistent success, building skills and
contributing to operational sustainability.

Strategic Plan and Volunteer Engagement

This year, with feedback from volunteers, we launched our first Volunteer Newsletter, aiming to release quarterly editions to
keep our team informed and appreciated.

We have also continued to strengthen our Strategic Plan, focusing on:

Administrative goals – Maintaining strong governance with an Annual Operating Budget and Board Calendar.
Volunteer engagement – Listening to volunteer feedback and responding to their needs with clearer communication,
recognition, and training opportunities.
Future planning – Ensuring our programs remain relevant and adaptable to the needs of our community.

Our Vision remains unchanged: “Our communities are strengthened and enriched by entertainment and creative experiences.”

Acknowledgments

We extend heartfelt thanks to:
Charlton College and FLO students
Our dedicated Rex volunteers
The Rex Board
Charlton Op Shop, FRRR, and all of our partners and sponsors.

Your ongoing support ensures that the Rex continues to thrive as a cultural hub for our community.

Conclusion

As 2025 comes to a close, we celebrate the achievements of this year and look forward to the opportunities ahead. With the
continued dedication of our volunteers and the unwavering support of our community, we are excited to further enrich
Charlton and the surrounding district with diverse entertainment and creative experiences.

Hayden McKinnon
Chairperson
Rex Theatre
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, like before
consectetur adipiscing elit. Pellen tesque
sit amet ligula ipsum. 

The production team from ABC TV Back Roads
program filming  at The Rex.

Note :
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Directors  Report

Chairperson 
Hayden McKinnon

Secretary
Carolyn Stewart

Treasurer
David Pollard

Hayden Collins Mary-Anne Duke Martin Duke

Jenny PollardJulie McGrath

Leanne Rose

Mark Lyons

09 The Rex Theatre

Our directors present their report of the Rex Theatre Museum Limited for
the year ended 30 June 2025.

Directors
The names of each person who has been a director during the year and to the date of
this report are:

Directors have been in office
since the start of the financial
year to the date of this report
unless otherwise stated. No
directors have material
interests in contracts or
proposed contracts with the
company.

Company Secretary
The company secretary is
Carolyn Stewart

Principal Activities
The principal activities of the
company during the course of the
financial year were in the
provision of community theatre.
No significant changes in the
nature of the entity's activities
occurred during the financial year.

Future Developments
No matters or circumstances are expected to develop in
the future which may significantly affect the operations of
the company, the results of those operations or the state
of affairs of the company, in future years.
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Operating Report 
Operations have gone as expected for the 2024-2025 financial period. The position
of the company after the provision for income tax was:

Significant Changes 
No significant changes in the company's state of activities occurred during the
financial year. After Balance Date Events No matters or circumstances have arisen
since the end of the financial year which affected or may significantly affect the
operations of the company, the results of those operations or the state of affairs of
the company in future years.

Environmental Issues 
The entity's operations are not regulated by any significant environmental
regulation under a law of the Commonwealth or of a state or territory.

Proceedings on Behalf of the Entity 
No person has applied for Leave of Court to bring proceedings on behalf of the
entity or intervene in any proceedings to which the entity is a party for the purpose
of taking responsibility on behalf of the entity for all or any part of those
proceedings. The company was not a party to any such proceedings during the
year.
 
Indemnification and Insurance of Directors and Officers 
The company has indemnified all Directors and the Manager in respect of liabilities
to other persons (other than the company or related body corporate) that may
arise from their position as Directors or Manager of the company except where the
liability arises out of conduct involving the lack of good faith. Disclosure of the
nature of the liability and the amount of the premium is prohibited by the
confidentiality clause of the contract of insurance. The company has not provided
any insurance for an auditor of the company or a related body corporate.

30 June 2023
($48,232)

30 June 2024
($37,959)

continued

30 June 2025
($31,531)
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No director or related entity has entered into a material contract with the
company. No director’s fees have been paid as the positions are held in a
voluntary basis. The director’s report is signed in accordance with a resolution of
the board of directors. Hayden Scott McKinnon David Thomas Pollard
(Chairperson) (Vice Chair and Treasurer) 

The company is limited by guarantee. If the company is wound up, the articles of
association state that each member is required to contribute a maximum of $100
each towards meeting outstanding obligations of the company. At 30 June 2025,
the number of members was 10.

Directors Eligible Attended

Hayden McKinnon - Chair  10 9

David Pollard - Vice Chair | Treasurer 10 9

Carolyn Stewart - Secretary 10 10

Hayden Collins  10 9

Jenny Pollard 10 9

Julie McGrath 10 4

Leanne Rose 10 9

Mark Lyons 10 6

Martin Duke 10 9

Mary-Anne Duke 10 8

11 The Rex Theatre

Directors Attendance 2024-2025
There were 10 meetings of The Rex Board of Directors held during the year with the
number of meetings attended by each of the directors as follows:

continued

    Hayden Scott McKinnon                                  David Thomas Pollard 
              (Chairperson)                                          (Vice Chair and Treasurer)
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Seniors from around the region celebrated
Seniors Week with a double movie screening 
and  delicious morning tea and luncheon.

The cast of Lyster Opera brought Mozart’s “The Abduction from the 
Seraglio” to The Rex in early 2025.

Dress-ups added to the screening of the
“Wolverine and Deadpool” movie as staff
and patrons joined in the fun.
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 Cast members pose for a photo following the performance of  “In A Persian
Garden”: (back l-r) Geoff Urquhart, Ian Woolford, Brett O’Meara, (front l-r)
Amelia Le Plastrier, Rachel Buckley, Helen Hill.
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Supporters 
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Charlton Op Shop

Annual Report 2024 | 2025



The Rex Theatre
30-34 High Street 
Charlton  VIC  3525
boxoffice@rextheatre.org.au
www.rextheatre.org.au


